BURFORD

Burford, which disputes with Chipping Campden the title of
the loveliest of the Cotswold towns, was also a wool town
but, unlike Campden, it was pre-eminently a town of tradesmen.
Its wealthier burgesses were clothiers rather than wool men,
and a far greater variety of subsidiary occupations, such as
drapers, shearmen, tailors, dyers and nappcrs, flourished in the
town.   The houses in the broad High Street, which climbs
sharply from the river, are many of them built with an entrance
for packhorses through the house to the workshop or wool shed
at the back, Burford was a market not only for wool and cloth,
but also for a variety of commodities such as live stock, fish
and wine, while its saddles were regarded as gifts fit for kings.
As might be expected Burford was a very democratic town, the
government being in the hands of the burgesses until the
seventeenth century,  With the exception of the occupants of
the Priory, the families famous in Burford history have been
merchants and tradesmen such as Simon Wisdom, founder of
the Grammar School, and the Sylvesters whose tombs in the
church, with their merchant marks and the arms of guilds such
as the barber-surgeons, mercers and vintners, still further
emphasise the character of the town.  The lords of the manor
of Burford in early times were too important to concern them-
selves much with the place, though one of them, Warwick the
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